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illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . a stopping distance should be provided in advance of the home signal to provide
for stopping the train to which the brake has been applied by the automatic stop. Ordinarily the arrangement
of overlap sections increases the length of the block sections by the length of the overlap, and as the length of
the section fixed the minimum spacing of trains, it was imperative to make the blocks as short as consistent
with safety in order not to cut down the carrying capacity of the railway. This led to a study of the special
problem presented by subway signaling and a development of a blocking system upon lines which it is believed
are distinctly in advance of anything heretofore done in this direction. Block section lengths are governed by
speed and interval between trains, overlap lengths are determined by the distance in which a train can be
stopped at the maximum speed. Usually the block section length is the distance between signals plus the
overlap, but where maximum tra ic capacity is desired the block section length can be reduced to the length of
two overlaps, and this was the system adopted for the Intcrborough. Description of Block Signaling System. The
block signaling system as installed consists of the automatic overlapping system above described applied to the
two express tracks between City Hall and Ninety-sixth street, a distance of six and one-half miles or thirteen
milesof track; also to the third track between Ninety-sixth and One Hundred...
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