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MMS-approved activities are consistent with a states federally-approved coastal management program. All of
these environmental reviews are considered by MMS, along with the NEPA analysis, to make decisions on
whether to approve an activity, and if so, what mitigation and monitoring measures must be put in place to
elimi-nate or minimize any potential for adverse affects to these valuable marine re-sources. In addition, in
2004, MMS entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the U. S. Coast Guard ( USCG ). MMS interacts
with the USCG on a multitude of mission areas at all levels from Headquarters down to the field units. For
example, MMS has been authorized to oversee the Fixed Platform Self-Inspection Program on behalf of the
USCG, and frequently exchanges information with the USCG to clarify policy issues and provide compliance
statistics. MMS also interacts with the USCG at the Region and District levels to coordinate overlapping areas of
offshore inspec-tion and accident investigation field activities. The MMS has been consulting with the military
for more than 25 years at both the planning and operational stages to ensure that each agency meets the
require-ments of its mission while not unduly interfering with the other. Coordination under a 1983 MOA
between the Department and the Department of Defense has yielded no serious conflict. For example, seven
military communication towers installed by the U. S. Air Force offshore Mobile, Alabama support Air Combat
Maneuvering In-strumentation; MMS coordinates with the Air Force to ensure non-interference with military
operations in that...
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