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indexed. Not illustrated. 1867 Excerpt: .great affliction and reproach of his countrymen. Nehemiah assisted Ezra
in establishing a government in Palestine on Sadducean principles. After Ezra, the descendants from Zadok, the
Sadducees, the leaders of the Hebrew party, as opposed to the Kenite party in Israel, ruled for about five
hundred years, and even after that long period of stagnation, the policy of Ezra and Nehemiah turned the
scales of Jewish history. The book of Tobit refers to the Purim massacre as having taken place when Nineveh
was still the capital of Assyria. Eemember, my son, how Aman (Hainan) handled Achiacharus that raised him
up; how out of light he brought him into darkness, and how he rewarded him again. Yet Achiacharus was
saved, but the other had his reward, for he-went into darkness. Manasseh gave alms and escaped the snares of
death, which they had set for him, but Aman fell into the snare and perished. 1 The Babylonian censorship
cannot have allowed, for a 1 Tob. xiv. 10; conip. Jud. viii. considerable time, any direct reference to an event
which had so greatly increased the hostility between the Samaritan and the Hebrew party. Even the book of
Esther, no doubt published long after the event, refers to it in such a manner that, up to this day, the year of the
Purim massacre cannot be even approximately fixed. Even Jeremiah had reasons to mystify his prophecy
against Babylon, by turning the name of that city into Shishak,1 according to...
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