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Passion and unstoppable enthusiasm are palpable throughout this beautifully written and illustrated book . . .
Isacoff's heartfelt history of the piano will make you want to Stop! Read! and then go Listen!" -Eugenia
Zukerman, The Washington Post "That rarest of treats: a substantial book about music that''s actually easy to
read . . . The book''s strongest passages are those in which Isacoff dwells on the instrument itself, relating
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on the piano and music history . . . it executes the job with distinction." -Zachary Lewis, Cleveland Plain Dealer
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tracking the evolution of the physical instrument itself as well as the composers and performers who made the
piano an emblem of cultural variety and a laboratory for musical form . . . His discussion of jazz piano reflects
an intense affection for the music and its practitioners." -James Penrose, The Wall Street Journal "Stuart
Isacoff, pianist, critic and academic, leads readers on a journey of discovery in A Natural History of the Piano
.the music, the musicians and "the wondrous box" itself: a volume to inspire and delight." -Liz Thomson, The
Independent (UK) "Deft . .. In A Natural History of the Piano, Isacoff proves as fleet-fingered as any virtuoso." -
Peter Monaghan, The Chronicle of Higher Education "A history written by a pianist and historian with a lively
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