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Subject: Medicare. Excerpt: . . . its average discount from AWP was 18 percent. Certain purchasers may have
access to even greater discounts for certain products than the widely available discounts we report here. Table
4: Widely Available Discounts From AWP for Medicare-Covered Drugs Billed Primarily by Physicians, 2001
Average widely available discount from Specialty most frequently Average AWP a b Drug name billing for drug
AWP ( percentage ) Leuprolide acetate ( for depot urology 618. 93 17. 6 suspension ) c Rituximab oncology 478.
47 19. 2 Goserelin acetate implant urology 469. 99 21. 9 Docetaxel oncology 313. 51 22. 0 d Filgrastim ( G-CSF )
480 mcg oncology 300. 40 18. 0 Pamidronate disodium oncology 279. 86 16. 8 d Hylan G-F 20 orthopedic 225. 13
17. 7 surgery d Filgrastim ( G-CSF ) 300mcg oncology 193. 62 18. 4 Paclitaxel oncology 180. 57 19. 0 Irinotecan
oncology 141. 32 22. 9 Carboplatin oncology 120. 48 20. 3 Gemcitabine HCl oncology 112. 34 21. 3 d Dolasetron
mesylate, injection oncology 45. 02 65. 0 Granisetron HCl, injection oncology 19. 52 29. 3 Leucovorin calcium
oncology 18. 44 85. 6 Epoetin alpha for non-ESRD use oncology 12. 91 15. 2 Ondansetron HCl, injection oncology
6. 41 12. 8 e Botulinum toxin type A neurology 4. 86 n a e Imiglucerase oncology 3. 95 n a Dexamethasone
sodium oncology 1. 44 14. 2 phosphate Heparin sodium oncology 0. 43 34. 4 a Average AWP is the average of
AWP of each NDC for that product adjusted to the HCPCS-defined dosage. b Average widely available discount
from AWP for each drug...
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