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illustrated. 1858 Excerpt: . . . the kingdom of God. The year 1814 was a year of severe labor and deep solicitude;
as it drew towards its close, of great discouragement and depression. It seemed to me that I must abandon my
post, and that neither my mind, my heart nor my health were adequate to its constantly accumulating duties.
My intellectual resources seemed to be exhausted, and drained dry. Many a time, a er preaching, did I remain
long in the pulpit that I might not encounter the faces of the people as I le  the church; and many a time when I
le  it did I feel that I could never preach another sermon. Yet I. labored on week a er week, without discovering
to what extent the Spirit of God was carrying forward his own noiseless work. I perceived no thing to encourage
me but an unusual enlargement and urgency in prayer, a greater facility in the selection of fitting themes for
the pulpit, and more freedom and earnestness in declaring the whole counsel of God. God remarkably
interposed to relieve my mind from its depression, and gave me such enlarged and delightful views of his truth,
that my whole ministry received a new and cheered impulse. It was easy, also, to perceive that the spirit of
grace and supplication was being poured out upon the people. The weekly prayer-meeting and the weekly
lecture were full of interest. Days of fasting and prayer were occasionally observed, and a Saturday-evening
prayer-meeting...
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