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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Practical Masonry In preparing this work for the
public, it has been the design of the Compiler to avoid prolixity, by the rejection of such things as are already
known to the mechanic, and to furnish him with a knowledge of the principles and facts on which he might be
supposed to require information. Most works on this subject set out with a description of all the minutiaeof the
art of building; and though they may, perhaps, exhibit something that will be useful to the apprentice, yet they
contain much that is of no importance to the practical mechanic; while the price is so much enhanced, that few
can well afford to possess them. As permanency in building seems, at the present day, to be an object more
desirable than formerly, it has been thought that a brief account of the nature and qualities of building
materials, with a short exposition of their component parts, would not be misplaced in a treatise of this kind.
The Compiler Hatters himself, that he has, on this head, furnished some information, that will be serviceable not
only to the operator but to the proprietor; neither of whom can, with safety, remain unacquainted with the
quality of the materials employed. The best writers on the various subjects treated of in this work have been
consulted, and such use made of their labors, by abridging, altering, abstracting, and condensing, as seemed
advisable to the Compiler, while he has added much that has been the result of many years of practical
experience and personal observation. The latest improvements in building have been noticed and brought to
the attention of the reader....
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