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indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: .per parcel only, and yet be held to the new limit of 50 pounds per parcel;
that bidders who did comprehend would have di iculty in basing calculations on a weight limit not yet ordered
and, on the other hand, could not a ord to submit o ers based on the then existing 20-pound limit if they were
not to receive proper additional compensation for subsequent increase above that limit. The bidding was to
close January 20. Nobody, or very few men, could be bidders on 5,000 routes, and the change from the parcel
post going in under the 50-pound limit and the 20-pound limit would take the time six months hence, when their
service was to begin. They had before them the lesser, or 20-pound limit, and could bid intelligently, but the 50-
pound limit inevitably would increase the quantity and the weight and the bulk of the mail. I received no reply
to either letter except a verbal statement from the second assistant that the department would probably not
adopt my suggestion. The order of December 6, 1913, e ective January 1, 1914, followed and presented a very
serious problem to prospective bidders and sureties. For our part, if we had known or thought in October, when
the advertisement was issued, that such a condition would occur, we would have forborne to solicit any bonds
under that advertisement. As it was, we immediately sent a circular letter to all the contractors then carrying
the mails whose applications for the...
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